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 PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Name                     Biography 
  Lori Behrens, MSW, LCSW Ms. Behrens is the Executive Director of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome in St. Louis, Missouri. She is co-
investigator on a study funded by the newly established St. Louis Community/University Research 
Partnership Awardees through the St. Louis Regional Health Commission. 
Janet M. Caldwell, MS Ms. Caldwell is Associate Vice President for Marketing and Communications and is responsible for raising 
the awareness of Meharry Medical College and its global contribution to the elimination of healthcare 
disparities.  Ms. Caldwell oversees public relations, marketing and internal communications.  (Meharry 
Medical College) 
Bradley Evanoff, MD, MPH Dr. Evanoff is the Dr. Richard A. And Elizabeth Henby Professor of Occupational, Industrial and 
Environmental Science. His professional experience includes community-based participatory research in 
the prevention of work related injuries. Dr. Evanoff is currently the Principal Investigator for the Clincial 
and Translational Science Award (CTSA) grant whose focus includes community engaged research. 
(Washington University) 
Sarah Fowler-Dixon, PhD, CIP Dr. Fowler-Dixon is the Education Specialist for the Human Research Protection Office. She is responsible 
for  developing and implementing education programs that assist Washington University staff, students, 
committee members, and investigators to keep abreast of changing research climate. Dr. Fowler-Dixon is 
the point person for the Community Engaged Research Program and instructor in the Clinical Research 
Management program. (Washington University) 
Jane Garbutt, MB ChB Dr. Garbutt is Associate Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics and heads the Community Health Care 
Practitioners program.  She is also Director of a Practice-Based Research Network (PBRN) of community 
pediatricians. This network has developed a formal infrastructure to actively engage community 
practitioners in clinical and translational research. (Washington University) 
Sarah Gehlert, PhD Dr. Gehlert is E. Desmond Lee Professor of Racial and Ethnic Diversity charged with expanding research in 
and with the community.  She has presented nationally on the GenoCommunity as well as Community 
Based Participatory Research and transdisciplinary approaches.  She is the co-Director of the Center for 
Community-Engaged Research, Institute for Clinical and Translatonal Reseach and has hosted national 
community engaged workshops. (Washington University) 
Jonathan Green, MD Dr. Green is Associate Professor of Medicine in the Division of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine and 
the IRB Executive Chair at Washington University that reviews and oversees a number of research studies, 
including those that engage the community. He is also a member and former Chair of the Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital Ethics Committee and community volunteer having worked with community organizations for a 
number of years. (Washington University) 
Martha Jones, MA, CIP Ms. Jones is the Human Research Protection Office's Executive Director.   She is a site visitor with the 
Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs (AAAHRP) and  has served as 
an IRB Chair for both biomedical and behavioral/social science boards. She has expertise in the conduct of 
multi-center clinical trials as well as experience with a wide variety of biomedical, epidemiologic, public 
health, behavioral and social science research. Ms. Jones has extensive experience in the development of 
research data collection tools, database design, and data management for both clinical and non-clinical 
research activities and regulatory compliance. (Washington University) 
Carla Pinkston Ms. Pinkston is the Executive Assistant to the Executive Director and Associate Director, Human Research 
Protection Office responsible for assisting with planning efforts for the conference. 
Charles Mouton, MD, MS Dr. Mouton is the Senior Vice President of Health Affairs and Dean of Meharry Medical College's Medical 
School.  He also serves as Senior Vice President of Health Affairs, working closely with key stakeholders 
including the Department of Veterans Affairs, Vanderbilt University Medical Center, the Meharry-
Vanderbilt Alliance, Matthew Walker Comprehensive Health Center, and Nashville General Hospital at 
Meharry. As a researcher, Dr. Mouton has conducted community engaged research with a wide variety of 
partners.  (Meharry Medical College) 
Kelly Mullen, RN, MSN Ms. Mullens is the Senior Director of Clinical Operations and is the nurse planner for continuing nursing 
education credits.  (Washington University) 
John Murray, MD, PhD Dr. Murray is the Associate Vice President for Clinical Research and Professor of Medicine and Professor 
of Biomedical Sciences.  He is also Director of the Participant and Clinical Interaction Resources (PCIR) 
(formerly Clinical Research Center), Institutional Officer for the IRB, Director of the Master of Science in 
Clinical Investigation (MSCI) program, and Adjunct Professor of Medicine and Pharmacology at Vanderbilt 
Medical School. His primary role at Meharry is to oversee the clinical research enterprise that includes 
supervising clinical trials, educating clinical investigators, and ensuring compliance with regulatory and 
ethical aspects of human research. (Meharry Medical College) 
Russell Poland, PhD 
Dr. Poland is Vice President for Research and Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.  He is a 
psychopharmacologist and has been actively engaged in basic, clinical and translational research 
throughout his career, including research on ethnicity and psychopharmacology, pharmacogenomics, and 
health disparities.  He was continuously funded by NIH for more than 25 years, including a MERIT award.  
(Meharry Medical College) 
Hannah Reinhart, MS  Ms. Reinhart is the Community Development Coordinator for Gateway Greening, a St. Louis, MO, 
nonprofit promoting community development, health and wellness through community gardens and 
urban food projects.  She is co-investigator on a study funded by the newly established St. Louis 
Community/University Research Partnership Awardees through the St. Louis Regional Health Commission. 
Darlene Marie Ross, B.S. Ms. Ross is a Public Health Analyst who has been with the federal government for 40 years working in the 
arena of human subjects protections and responsible for coordinating OHRP National Research 
Community Forums. (Office for Human Research Protection) 
Mitchell Sommers, PhD Dr. Sommers is Professor of Psychology and chair of the behavior IRB subcommittee at Washington 
University. His varied experience includes social/behavioral and biomedical research methodologies, work 
with vulnerable populations and engaged the community in research.  (Washington University) 
Elyse I. Summers, JD Ms. Summers is the Director of the Division of Education and Development (DED) for the Office for 
Human Research Protections.  She oversees the design and implementation of DED’s activities, which 
endeavor to enhance the protection of human subjects in HHS conducted or supported research, by 
providing education to individuals involved in the human subjects research enterprise.  (Office for Human 
Research Protection) 
Jeanne Velders, JD, RN, CIP Ms. Velders is the Associate Director and Manager of Education and Compliance for the Human Research 
Protection Office. She is responsible for management, oversight, and educating investigators on 
compliance issues. (Washington University) 
Consuelo H. Wilkins, MD, 
MSCI 
Dr. Wilkins is an Associate Professor in the Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatrics and Nutritional 
Science, with a secondary appointment in Psychiatry.  She is a Co-Director of the Center for Community-
Engaged Research in the Institute of Clinical and Translational Science, Director of the Community 
Outreach Program in the Nutrition Obesity Research Center, and Director of “Our Community, Our 
Health.”  She is also the Health Editor and a columnist for the St. Louis American newspaper. (Washington 
University) 
Monique Williams, MD, 
MSCI 
Dr. Williams is the Director, African American Outreach Satellite for the Knight Alzheimer's Disease 
Research Center, Director, Community Outreach and Recruitment Core for the Bioethics Infrastructure 
Initiative and Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of Geriatrics and  
Nutritional Science. (Washington University) 
 
